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§553.7

for rulemaking and reconsideration;
denials of petitions for rulemaking and
reconsideration; records of additional
rulemaking proceedings under §553.25;
and final rules are maintained in the
Docket Room, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, 400 Seventh
Street SW., Washington, DC 20590.

(b) Any person may examine any
docketed material at the Docket Room
at any time during regular business
hours after the docket is established,
except material ordered withheld from
the public under applicable provisions
of Title 49 and section 552(b) of title 5
of the U.S.C., and may obtain a copy of
it upon payment of a fee.

§553.7 Records.

Records of the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration relating
to rulemaking proceedings are avail-
able for inspection as provided in sec-
tion 552(b) of title 5 of the U.S.C. and
part 7 of the regulations of the Sec-
retary of Transportation (part 7 of this
title).

Subpart B—Procedures for
Adoption of Rules

§553.11 Initiation of rulemaking.

The Administrator may initiate rule-
making either on his own motion or on
petition by any interested person after
a determination in accordance with
Part 5562 of this title that grant of the
petition is advisable. The Adminis-
trator may, in his discretion, also con-
sider the recommendations of other
agencies of the United States.

§553.13 Notice of proposed rule-
making.

Unless the Administrator, for good
cause, finds that notice is impracti-
cable, unnecessary, or contrary to the
public interest, and incorporates that
finding and a brief statement of the
reasons for it in the rule, a notice of
proposed rulemaking is issued and in-
terested persons are invited to partici-
pate in the rulemaking proceedings
under applicable provisions of Title 49.

§553.14 Direct final rulemaking.

If the Administrator, for good cause,
finds that notice is unnecessary, and
incorporates that finding and a brief
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statement of the reasons for it in the
rule, a direct final rule may be issued
according to the following procedures.

(a) Rules that the Administrator
judges to be non-controversial and un-
likely to result in adverse public com-
ment may be published as direct final
rules. These may include rules that:

(1) Are non-substantive amendments,
such as clarifications or corrections, to
an existing rule;

(2) Update existing forms or rules,
such as incorporations by reference of
the latest technical standards where
the standards have not been changed in
a complex or controversial way;

(3) Affect NHTSA’s internal proce-
dures, such as filing requirements and
rules governing inspection and copying
of documents;

(4) Are minor substantive rules or
changes to existing rules on which the
agency does not expect adverse com-
ment.

(b) The FEDERAL REGISTER document
will state that any adverse comment or
notice of intent to submit adverse com-
ment must be received in writing by
NHTSA within the specified time after
the date of publication of the direct
final rule and that, if no written ad-
verse comment or written notice of in-
tent to submit adverse comment is re-
ceived in that period, the rule will be-
come effective a specified number of
days (no less than 45) after the date of
publication of the direct final rule.
NHTSA will provide a minimum com-
ment period of 30 days.

(c) If no written adverse comment or
written notice of intent to submit ad-
verse comment is received by NHTSA
within the specified time after the date
of publication in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER, NHTSA will publish a document
in the FEDERAL REGISTER indicating
that no adverse comment was received
and confirming that the rule will be-
come effective on the date that was in-
dicated in the direct final rule.

(d) If NHTSA receives any written
adverse comment or written notice of
intent to submit adverse comment
within the specified time after publica-
tion of the direct final rule in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER, the agency will publish
a document withdrawing the direct
final rule, in whole or in part, in the
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